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They will be called Oaks of Righteousness, 
a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendour. 

       Isaiah 61:3 
 
 

Pastor’s Report 

 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 

you wherever you go” 
Joshua 1:9 

 
Towards the end of last year, we recognized that God was speaking to us through the journey of the Israelites 
in the wilderness. The reason God did not allow them into the promised land was twofold.  
1. Firstly, they were out of Egypt but Egypt was not out of them. At every single difficulty, they kept looking 

back at their slavery and their time in Egypt instead of looking upward and forward to what God was 
doing. We understood that God was calling us to leave Egypt behind us – our past church hurts, 
experiences and expectations, and rather focus upward and forward on what God was doing in and 
through Riverside.  

2. Secondly, God was calling them to faith. He had displayed himself faithful and showed them his powerful 
and miraculous hand in a number of different ways. And yet, at the first point of real resistance, the 
Israelites didn’t trust that God would take them forward and wanted to turn around and go back to Egypt.  

 
I believe God is continuing to speak to us through the journey of the Israelites. What God called the Israelites 
to do next was to walk ahead by faith, knowing that God would give them the victory by his hand. All they 
had to do was walk. We are in a similar position, standing at the Jordan, wondering what is next for us as a 
church. We have two options: 
1. Stand and wait. We can wait at this point in our church’s story, waiting for God to act miraculously and 

then proceed. But this is not how God worked or works. God told the Israelites what he would do, then 
he called them to obey by walking! In their walking across the Jordan and around Jericho, God acted 
victoriously. Can you see the order here? God calls, we obey by following him, God acts to bring down 
obstacles in our way. God calls Noah to build an ark, Noah obeys, then God acts miraculously. Jesus calls 
Peter to step out on the waters, Peter obeys and Jesus acts miraculously. So standing and waiting is not 
an option for us ... so we ... 

2. Walk by faith. God has called us forward, to take ground for the kingdom. God has promised that he will 
be with us, God has promised his presence and power, God has called us to walk by faith, not to wait or 
sit by faith. We know that God wants us to reach the south of Johannesburg and we know that God wants 
to grow his church and the impact of the church in the lives of many. And so we cannot wait by faith, we 
need to walk by faith. We need to be found obedient, running headlong into some of the real obstacles 
that are in our way. But if God is in this, which he is, and if God has called us to this, which he has, the 
victory is his ... and so we walk by faith. 

 
Walking puts our faith into action. This means that this is not just a fuzzy feeling inside of us. This translates 
into how we are personally walking by faith, how we are daily walking in all that God has called us to. This 
means we are living lives of obedience, trusting God for the victory in our lives. This means trusting God as 
we reach out for the sake of his kingdom. This means we trust God with our finances, demonstrating our 



faith. This means that we walk together, as an army, into all that God has called us to as a church. This calls 
us to obedience and sacrifice, and unity. 

 
“Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having 

the same love, being one in spirit and purpose” 
Philippians 2:2 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Church Stats 

 
Here are our membership stats for 2017: 

• Baptised 2017: 22 

• Total members: 219 

• Added in 2017: 35 

• Removed in 2017: 15 

 

 

 
 

 

Eldership 

 
2017 

Elders have the tremendous honour and challenge of being the strategic and spiritual overseers of the church. 

Our elders have been serving in the trenches pastorally on one hand, and providing hands-on leadership on 

the other.  So much of what this team does is unseen and behind the scenes, yet of such great importance.  

 

These are some of the significant ways in which the elders have been serving Riverside in 2017: 
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- Serving in and strengthening small groups in various capacities 

- Supporting and strengthening ministries 

- Providing pastoral care and leadership in various areas of financial, physical, emotional and spiritual 

needs 

- We spent significant time (almost a full year) strategically solidifying an eldership document 

addressing theological, practical and policy requirements of eldership. This not only provided great 

strength to the present eldership, but will prove to be a valuable foundation for the development of 

future elders 

 

The list could go on and on, but for brevity sake I will leave it there. 

 

2018 

As we look ahead to 2018, we stand at a precipice that fills me with emotions that are difficult to describe. 

Colin Leeson joined eldership in February 2012 and Emlyn Buchler joined the team in February 2013. Both 

have sacrificed greatly in their service to Riverside Community Church.  

 

However, as 2018 rolled over, both Emlyn and Colin felt the prompting of the Lord that their innings was up. 

A combination of years in the trenches, external mitigating factors and obedience to the Lord have led them 

respectively to step down as of the GRM on the 25th February 2018. Both will continue serving faithfully in 

Riverside in various callings and capacities. But, I can honestly say that Riverside would not be what it is today 

without their contributions and the valuable support of their wives. One cannot ascribe value to the hundreds 

of hours that they have faithfully poured into the leadership of Riverside Community Church. So Colin, 

Marianne, Emlyn and Mariette, from the deepest parts of our hearts, “Thank you and God bless you!” 

 

This does, however, lead us to a point that is both daunting and an incredible opportunity. A journey will be 

undertaken to: 1) Identify potential elders; 2) Engage a strategic process of training, development and 

assessment; 3) Once there is a mutual sense that there is a good fit as well as God’s blessing, present these 

names to the church for consideration; and 4) Set apart a new elder team. We feel the weight of this moment; 

so in order to be thorough and responsible, we are expecting that this will take a minimum of 8 months.  

 

So pray with us and pray for us. 

 

Stephen Pohlmann 

 
 

 

RPM 

 
It was with incredible excitement that we launched RPM at the beginning of September 2017. RPM is our 

Riverside PM congregation – It is so exciting being part of multiplying ourselves as a church so that we can 

reach more people in the South for Christ.  

 

I am so grateful to the Riversiders who responded to what God was going and joined the various teams 

required to make it happen every week. For many of our volunteers they serve every single week.  

 

The growth has been fantastic as we now have four serving teams that handle our weekly setup and pack 

down, and we are being led so well by our growing worship teams. 

 

Our biggest highlight was our first baptism service late last year. 

 



Please pray for us that we may be more effective in reaching people for Christ and in providing them with a 

spiritual home so that they can grow in their faith  

 

A very special thanks to everyone who has made this possible  

 

Craig Wilcock 

 
 

 

Building Project 

 
This year has been an eventful year with the building project even though it may not have appeared to be.  

It hasn’t always brought about the results we had hoped for but the Lord has continued to be faithful and we 

have a constant assurance that He is working out His plan, so we continue to seek His direction, knock on 

every door and anticipate the future He has in mind. 

2017 started with us completing our boundary wall and installing electricity and water on the property.  The 

design team continued to work on the final list of potential venues and dimensions, which were then given 

to Gary van Lieshout, our architect, to begin designing our church.  He has done a terrific job and the sketch 

plans will be presented to the design team soon.  The Steering Committee also researched various 

construction options weighing up the pros and cons, as well as comparing costs. 

As we investigated the zoning we needed to apply for in order to build a church, the Council made us aware 

that the Urban Development Boundary (UDB) runs along Main Service Road and since we fall outside the 

UDB, they would not support our proposal to build a church on our land.  This was followed by months of 

investigations, research, meetings and developing contacts in every direction we could think of in order to 

strengthen our case to have the UDB adjusted.  This process is still continuing, but we have definitely made 

progress with contacts high up in the Council.  And so, we pray that our application will be approved as there 

are many factors which the Council has to consider in a case such as ours.   

On the financial side we continue to be in awe of the Lord as our Provider.  Our first fundraiser was an 

unforgettable evening.  The planning team outdid themselves organising a spectacular event with dinner, 

Bingo and a magic show presented by Duane Mol.  We raised almost R50 000 through this evening.  Our 

Building Fund in 2017 increased by over R5 500 000 to a total of R6.8 million.  Thank you so much for all the 

donations from those who faithfully give every month to the anonymous person who donated R5 million.   

The Lord continues to encourage us that He holds our future, and just as He provided the finances to purchase 

the property, and is continuing to grow the building fund, He will work out these challenges we are facing in 

His perfect time.  He calls us only to trust Him and to walk where He directs us.  We look forward to the day 

when we will be able to look back amazed at how the Lord concluded this part of our Riverside story.  May 

we be able to say that we trusted in Him unwaveringly through it all.   

Jean MacCallum 
 
 

 

Worship  

 
Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; 

At His sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy;  

 



I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

                 Psalm 27:6 

 

Another awesome year in the life of our Worship ministry!  We have three main areas of focus that we aim 

to juggle and hopefully strike a balance between: Heart, Unity and Skill. 

 

I believe that as each year passes by we get better at cementing this balance with the ultimate purpose of 

creating an environment and atmosphere which facilitates our community in entering into the presence of 

our Almighty God. 

 

Last year our focus was on building the ‘HEART’ aspect of our ministry by introducing times of devotion where 

a different member of the team got a chance to share each week.  

 

The Carol service was our highlighted event last year where we got the chance as a team to share the Good 

News through music and worship. 

 

Much effort was put into developing a system of introducing new songs which not only resonated with our 

congregation but songs that were being sung around the world. We believe that our church has grown to 

love these new songs and that they have facilitated deeper times of worship. 

 

Our focus and vision for 2018 is to strive for an increased freedom in our expression of worship and to be 

more sensitive to the moving of the Holy Spirit.   

 

We are excited to see what God continues to have in store for us. 

 

Warren Powell 
 
 

 

Small Groups 

 
“A church must grow larger and smaller at the same time. Larger through worship and smaller 
through small groups” Rick Warren 

 
During the course of 2017 we preached a series called ‘Connected’, digging into how the New Testament 
raises the value of the church as his bride for whom Christ paid the highest price. We began to understand 
that the church ‘gathers to scatter’ ... and then ... ‘scatters to gather’. We noticed that the New Testament 
Church gathered in large groups AND in small groups in various homes. Many Riversiders have discovered 
the value and the beauty of gathering in smaller groups during the week, and literally ‘being church’ to one 
another. Small groups is where life is shared best, where gifts are stirred most, where care is experienced 
most deeply, where growth happens most profoundly, and where roots are put deepest. If you have yet to 
be part of a small group, please email the office (admin@riversidecommunity.org.za) or go onto our web-
page (http://www.riversidecommunity.org.za/life-groups/).  
 

Stephen Pohlmann 
 
 

 

Prayer 

 
We have been meeting regularly on Sunday mornings at 9am to intercede for Riverside Community Church. 

We have been able to pray into what God is doing and wanting to say as we have been learning to listen to 

mailto:admin@riversidecommunity.org.za)
http://www.riversidecommunity.org.za/life-groups/)


what He has been saying. We have regularly seen the confirmation of what we have prayed in the corporate 

meeting time through the times of singing and preaching. We would like to see more people come and be a 

part of and be encouraged by seeing God work through this vital aspect of community life. 

 

Vernon Mitchell 
 
 

 

Branch Out 

 
In 2017 we visited the good works that God had prepared for Riversiders and that they were walking in.  The 

different ministries showcased who they were and how they serve those in the community around them.  

God blesses us by calling us to serve and by being His hands and feet.  That is why we prayed to see how God 

would stir up our hearts and motivate us to go out and do His work.   

 

To end the year we asked the congregants who they were zealous for, passionate about and on fire for, and 

to plan a party for them by reaching out and connecting with them and building long-term relationships.  In 

total there were about 10 amazing parties.  It was a real blessing to bless others and to be obedient to God 

and trust Him to provide for all the needs.  

 

In 2018 there will be an exciting group event where everyone can participate and serve in.  We pray that we 

can be faithful so that God may build on what He started building last year and multiply His good works in 

the year ahead. 

 

God calls us to do good works and every day is a good day to serve those around us.   

 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 

us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

 

Jackie Rudd 
 
 

 

Women’s Ministry 

 
In 2017 the vision for Riverside was ‘Thrive,’ the church calendar had many events and ministries to facilitate 

this. We took on a more one-on-one approach with the organic facilitation of mentor relationships and new 

women’s life groups.  

 

The second series of Propel was made available in the library for the Propel groups to continue, many of 

which did. There were some Life Groups that were birthed out of these Propel groups. Both Propel series, 

have been taken out of the library by a few groups and we have had great feed-back form the people who 

did these ‘workshops’ through-out the year. These are still in the library for anyone who would like to lead a 

group, should you want some guidance in this regard, feel free to come chat to me.  

 

We did two 5km prayer walk/hikes in the Kliprivier Nature Reserve where we had some time of facilitated 

prayer up on the mountain. Practical prayer tools were shared to help the women thrive in their prayer lives. 

We had quite a few women who really felt the Lord meet with them on the mountain. More of these will be 

held in 2018. 

 

Being in a Life Group and serving in ministry teams is always going to be where Riverside women will grow 



best and find fulfillment. I have personally seen many women in Riverside THRIVE by being part of a Life 

Group or in a mentorship relationship. It is strongly encouraged that every women joins a mid-week Life 

Group.  

 

In 2018, as in every year, the women’s ministry organically follows the vision given to the Church leaders for 

the coming year. We are, however, looking at a weekend away sometime this year as well as looking for more 

Life Groups to start. Should you wish to start a Life Group or have a Life Group and would like some input, 

please chat to me. 

 

If any woman would like to host social events that would be ‘open invite’, contact 

bianca@biancapohlmann.com to assist with marketing it through the Riverside channels.  

 

Thank you to all the women who impacted the lives of others through any form of volunteering. 

 

Bianca Pohlmann 
 
 

 

Men’s Ministry 

 
Last year was not as effective as I would have liked, mainly because we couldn’t secure the venue on a regular 

basis. However, the times we did get together, I believe that it was very effective and that the men really 

opened up and interacted a lot more in this environment. 

 

But I’m happy to say that we have secured a regular venue for this year, starting off in February already, and 

that we intend to have some impactful times ahead. We have purchased a new series called the “Contagious’ 

series that we can start right after finishing the current series of “Courageous”. 

 

We also discussed possible sleep-overs during the year and just pray and trust that this year we have 

breakthrough in many of  the men’s lives. 

 

Craig  Jacobs 
 
 

 

Children’s Church (Age 2 – Grade 8) 

 
At Riverside we love families and we love children. This past year we have been so blessed to have had so 

many walk through our doors on Sundays and be exposed to Christ and challenged in their faith.  

 

Here are some of the highlights of the year:  

 

Buddies Babies (12-24 months) 

This year we started a ministry to even younger kids. We launched this ministry believing that even 

toddlers can and should be introduced to their wonderful Maker. The morning includes age-appropriate 

activities and also provides opportunity for parents to enjoy the main service knowing that their little one 

is being cared for.  

 

We have a wonderful group of volunteers who care for, love and minister to these young ones each week 

during the main service. Thank you to each of you for your ministry in Buddies Babies.  



 

Buddies (age 2-5) 

We have been blown away by how many little ones we have had this past year. There have been some 

mornings where we have had 40 Buddies, and the energy and “busyness” was very evident. Our leaders 

were challenged and stretched but each week would return because of how they just loved loving little 

people and introducing them to Christ.  

 

Sadly, we had to say goodbye to a few of our leaders as they felt God leading them to different areas of 

serving. A huge thank you to each of them for their love and service in Buddies some, for as many as 7/8 

years. In the same breath, God then gifted us with a few new leaders and already we have been so 

encouraged by them and how they have loved on these little lives.  

 

Lifehouse (gr 0-5) 

This group of young kids is characterized by energy, compassion and diversity. I have loved seeing so many 

different kids with different backgrounds, personalities and interests learn together, worship together and 

play together. We switched over to a new curriculum which both the kids and leaders have thoroughly 

enjoyed. One of the highlights of our year was holding a Spring Tea for our 50+ ministry group (King 

Questers). This was a wonderful morning where kids got to have tea with aunts, grannies and grandpa’s. 

They served them tea, sang a few songs, got involved in a story presentation, worked together on a hat 

competition and just enjoyed being together.   

 

We have an amazing group of leaders who serve tirelessly and love the kids unconditionally. We also said 

goodbye to a few leaders in this age group and I know that they will each be used in wonderful ways 

wherever they serve. Thank you to this wonderful team for your service in the kingdom last year.  

 

Solid Ground  

Our preteens ministry has grown incredibly in the last year. In a previous report I mentioned some changes 

that would be happening and how we were trusting God in that. God has been faithful. I have seen leaders 

grow in relationship with God and with preteens. We focussed on very real and relevant topics in their 

discussion times and have seen that for many God spoke directly to them.  

 

It has been a blessing to see a consistent number of preteens attending each week and a growing love for 

just being together. Ministry to this group is so key in NextGen Ministry and we continue to trust God to 

lead us and direct how we love and nurture preteens.  

 

Holiday Club 

Once again, our HBC was a huge highlight in our Kid’s Ministry. Our numbers increased tremendously last 

year, and we had over 250 kids join us that week at HBC. It was so special seeing small groups of children 

listening and learning from their leader. 

 

The highlight of the week was definitely our parents and families event. I was blown away by the very real 

and positive turn out to our Thursday Night Event. Our hall was packed with over 300 people as parents 

came to hear what their kids have been up to. We also then took that opportunity to share the gospel with 

the adults. The energy and atmosphere was incredible as parent after parent came up to leaders thanking 

them for an incredible week.  

 



The week would not have been possible without the incredible hard work from young people, small 

groups, moms, dads and the larger Riverside family. Thank you to each one of you for your impact in the 

kingdom at HBC 2017. 

 

Thank you to each volunteer who served within our Kid’s Ministry in 2017. I look forward to what God will 

do in and through us in 2018.  

 

Jodi Dyers 
 

 

 

Velocity (Teenagers) 

Upon completion of the year in 2017, we, as the Velocity Youth Ministry Team attended our annual Vac Fest 

at Camp Eden, Heidelberg. It was over this week where we were all blown away by the growing influx of 

young teenagers into our church. Managing 80 teenagers amongst 12 leaders proved quite the task but 

nonetheless revealed how our next generation of youth leaders are right behind us. 

We have many highlights throughout the year. Some of them include: 

- The very first "The South has Got Talent" that hosted 2 other churches. It was so exciting to see different 

youth groups mingling! 

- A Bubble Soccer event otherwise known as Organised Chaos! 

- Really exciting and competitive Camps like Next Gen and Sports Camp! 

From a programme's point of view we feel that we have grown tremendously as a Youth Ministry. But as God 

has been teaching us, and despite our huge growth in that area, our focus will always be people - people over 

programmes. Always. Our focus is to facilitate an evening whereby the teenagers experience God, and not 

to simply host a fun event. 

It gives me great joy to see how our teenagers are growing. This past year's Holiday Bible Club is physical 

proof. We had approximately 30 Velocity teenagers serving over that week and it was so exciting to see the 

fruit of what God has been doing through them all. 

As I look forward to the new year, I am met with immense excitement. I feel that our leadership team is one 

of the most talented, hard-working and God-focused groups that I have ever been a part of! And then I look 

at the exponential growth in our teenagers - we have so much to be thankful for! 

We cannot wait to see what God has in store for us all this year! As we continue to fix our eyes on Him, we 

will soon see! 

 

Tristan Wallace  
 
 

 
The King Questers (50+) 

 
Our opening King Quester fellowship focussed on love and friendship. We had married couples that had 

shared their stories and how they are still together, as well as long-term friendships. We introduced our love 

boxes which would be filled during the year and distributed to needy seniors at the end of the year.  We did 



a program on memory lane where we looked back at then and now, and ended off with a picnic lunch just as 

our mom’s would have packed, the really old fashioned way.  

 

The next get together we did was a movie show, Hidden Figures, and a strong message that came out was 

that often we do things where we are not acknowledged, but were reminded that we do things for God and 

not for people or our own benefits.  

 

Next meeting, we did our own life graph which reflected on the highs and lows of our lives, up until now, and 

saw that while we were in the lows, God was always there. It was very emotional for some, as people 

reflected.  

 

Our final meeting, we packed our love boxes which were delivered to an underprivileged senior retirement 

centre. We ended the year with a brunch at the Deli in Eye of Africa.  

 

We are all looking forward to what God has in store for 2018! Our goal is being thankful for all the blessings 

we receive and to share these blessings with the rest of the community, and reaching out to more over 50’s. 

We thank God for His faithfulness in this ministry.  

 

Patsy Meyer 
 
 

 
Thrive – Internal Care 

 
God’s Storehouse – Foodbank 

It was exciting to see this ministry begin near the end of 2017.  It is based on the concept from Scripture 

where God gave Joseph the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream.  In response to the prediction that there 

would be 7 years of famine following 7 years of plenty, Joseph advised Pharaoh to ask the people to bring a 

portion of their grain during the years of plenty into the storehouse so that it could be used to help people 

who were in need during the years of famine.  Riversiders were challenged to give finances or non-perishable 

food items so that we can help those in our congregation who are facing financial challenges.  We received 

an overwhelming amount of support and through the generosity of God’s people we were able to bless many 

families over the Christmas season.  We continue to collect donations from people and look forward to 

assisting many more families in 2018 
 

Jean MacCallum 
 

 
Meals Ministry 

 
This year was a year of transition in terms of the coordination of this ministry. Thank you so much to Heather 

Botha who so faithfully and selflessly led this ministry for many years. At the beginning of the year we 

launched our THRIVE internal care strategy and the Meals Ministry was part of that.  

 

We moved even more so towards encouraging small groups to care for those in need in their small group 

communities. It has been wonderful to see this being implemented. The official Meals Ministry team has 

grown in number and they have been incredible in responding positively to all the needs that surfaced last 

year. It’s also been great to hear from them how they have been so blessed in being able to pray with and 

meet with those in need.  

 



We would love to have many more involved in this ministry. If you feel God leading you to be part of this 

special ministry please do contact me. 

 

Thank you so much to all those currently involved. Your service and ministry to those in need does not go 

unnoticed by Him.  

 

Jodi Dyers 
 

 
Counselling 

 
Biblical counselling is an important part of a local church. It is for this reason that during 2017 we had a 

number of events to equip leaders in the church for this. We had our Leader Equip event in the beginning of 

the year that focused on this. It was really well attended.  

 

We also had an introduction to the Journey program and that was followed up with a consecutive weekend 

training event and we are really excited that we are going to be doing a full 20-week program this year. 

 

Steve and Bianca have been running a premarital group with a number of couples. Emyln has also been doing 

some premarital counselling. 

 

It is a real joy for us as a staff and elders to be able to journey with Riversiders this way.   

 

Craig Wilcock 

 

 

Parking Ministry 

 
We have a very strong, well committed team of 17 members divided into 4 team offering their services for 

parking Riverside members cars once a month. 

 

With the current team and system put in place I am very confident to say that no cars will ever be stolen, 

therefore Church members can with ease leave any worry of their car being taken aside, while they are in 

Church worshiping and focusing on God’s word and message. 

We plan to keep up with tight security and take our job for God with great honour for His Kingdom  

Victor Sidnell 
 
 

 

Set-Up Teams 

 
The Set-Up Teams are an incredible blessing to Riverside.   They are among the first to arrive and the last to 

leave, and we want to sincerely thank them for their commitment to a task, that is unseen by many, but from 

which every person benefits.  They tirelessly clean and prepare the venue every Sunday for our church 

service, and serve us our delicious coffee and brownies.       

 

In 2017 we had more than 30 people serving in this ministry, as well as a group of young people who served 

on the youth team.  The youth team will be moving from the morning service to assist at RPM in 2018.        



 

 

We again thank a generous couple in the church who have continued to provide us with two men to help 

with the cleaning of the church, and setting up the hall and the children’s church areas every Sunday.   
 

Jean MacCallum   
 

 

 

Welcome Team 

 
2017 was an awesome year for the Welcome Team.  We held consistent numbers and stayed at about 20 

team members. A couple left but we recently have 3 looking at joining the team.   The team has bonded so 

well and work together.  There are always willing folk available to swap out if needed and some that are 

‘always’ on duty.  Some of our biggest accomplishments was the positive feedback from guests and the 

retention rate of guests who stayed at Riverside (over 60 people joined over the past year). 

 

For the year ahead, we look to keep our team at more or less the same size, empower our team with 

excellence in every aspect…and maintain the level of excellence - get some training done.  We want to 

continue making guests feel welcome and again increase the percentage of retained guests. We are focusing 

more time and attention on the Guest lounge and being very visible and engaging.  

 

We remain as a team, committed, aspiring to excellence and to be a welcoming sight to every person that 

passes through our doors. Acting in kindness and not judgemental, but striving to love every person who 

passes through our doors. 
 

Debbie Skopelitis 
 

 

 

Riverside Library 

 
The Lord often speaks to us through good books and many people are encouraged, inspired and challenged 

through our non-fiction books, as well as by the Christian characters in novels that they feel they can relate 

to.  Our church library has continued to grow with more than 70 new people signing up over 2017 to take 

our total up to more than 270 adults, teens and children who are benefitting from the wide range of books 

available.    

 

We have over 1 400 books which include non-fiction, novels and children’s books.  This number is constantly 

growing thanks to the many donations we have received as well as the books we have purchased to try and 

keep up to date.  Our team of volunteers enthusiastically and faithfully serve the congregation every week 

and we want to thank them for all their hard work.   

 

There is always a fantastic buzz around the library every Sunday as people recommend books to each other 

and share about things they have learnt and authors they enjoy.  It is especially encouraging to see our little 

Buddies taking out picture books for their parents to read to them thus giving their parents an added tool to 

share more about the love of God with their little ones. 

 

Jean MacCallum 
 

 


